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Notice

The attached document contains classified National Security Council
Information. It is to be read and discussed only by persons authorized by
law.

Your signature acknowledges you are such a person and you promise you
will show or discuss information contained in the document only with
persons who are authorized by law to have access to this document.

Persons handling this document acknowledge he or she knows and
understands the security law relating thereto and will cooperate fully with
any lawful investigation by the United States Government into any
unauthorized disclosure of classified information contained herein.
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ER 89-1904

B ‘ : THE WHITE HOUSE
_ SEeRET 20188

NATIONAL SECURITY DIRECTIVE 8

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRES

THE SECRETARY:

THE SECRET E TREASURY

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF

. MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS

CHAIRMAN, JQENSuGH »

ADMINISTRAT
INTERNATI

SUBJECT: U.Ss. POliCY Towar agua and the Nicataguan
Resistance (C)

U.S. objectives with respect t¢ J#ragua and the Nicaraguan
Resistance are to prevent Sov ‘ frategic use of Nicaragua, to
include withdrawal of the Sovis

the sharp reduction of Sovie lofi assistance; to reduce the
threat posed by Nicaragua tg ki ighbors and other countries in
Latin America by ending Nicaraguadn subversion; to reduce the size
and capability of the Nicaraguan military to levels commensurate
with Central American stability; and to achieve democracy in
Nicaragua in order to guard against future strategic or regional
threats and to facilitate the region-wide economic development
necessary for long-term stability. we seek a democratic opening
sufficient to foster conditions fo fair national elections and
Lo create on-going internal HeCES ARG DALANCes on Nicaraguan
behavior, (8)  S—

D;_Sleﬁi_'r
eclassify: OADR
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strateqy
l. The immediate prf
on a sustained basis for
should move toward direct involv
five Central American countrie

Nicaragua are not excluded, buti
incentive for the Government of N

gage in active diplomacy
opening in Nicaragua. We
ng 'in negotiations among the
teral relations with

be held in raeserve ag an
ragua, and undertaken only at
th the Central American

tion. (s)

2. We will continue to
military relationship with
the Soviet response will a
relationship. (§)

3 the Soviet Union to reduce {ts
foua, taking the position that
our overall bilateral

3. We will devise and implement a series of incentives and
sanctions, including those involving trade, economic develop-
ment, and bilateral discussions, which the United States will
link to Sandinista performance in meeting their commitments, (S)

4. We will maintain :
Resistance as a viable ent §
demobilized and voluntari
unless democratic conditions have
guarantee their physical safety
rights. (S)

8 posf#ible the Nicaraguan

h Reg¥stance should not be

fra into Nicaraguan society
established which

eguard their political

S. We will assist the in
if democratic reforms have b
their full participation in
referendum on Sandinista rule
to cooperate with the interng
uniting the entire oppositisy
candidate., (S)

opposition in Nicaragua and,
fuately implemented, encourage
Nifaraguan elections as a
W@ will encourage the Resistance
jffosition with the goal of
d a single presidential

6. We will establish and publicize criteria for Judging
whether Sandinista performance is adequate to satisfy our
objectives, While we should cooperate with the Latin American
and West European democracies and international organizationsg
such as the UN and the OAS as_part Efliplomatic strategy, we
should not defer to others onil & he adequacy of
Sandinista performance. (8)
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7. We will work to e : e are adequate
mechanisms to monitor Nice aguan complignce with its political
fication should begin
al campaign and balloting.
Yy involved

( and mandate of the security
wail that establishment of
nked to progress on
. (8)

8., Every effort will
approach to development and
consultation with the Congxz
legislative endorsement of

to pursue a bipartisan

on of our policy, including
pPolicy development and
pproach, (C) :

The Secretary of State, drawing on other departments and agencies
as needed and appropriate,. should:

== Develop a plan for
implements this Directive;

h the Soviets which

~-= Develop a list of {
Sandinista behavior, including t
development, which may be imple
performance in meeting its comm

sanctions to affect
volving trade and economic
epending upon Nicaraguan

~= Encourage OECD countrig ondition their assistance
programs on Nicaraguan steps arg’implementation of its
commitments to democratic ref m;

== Seek continued human assistance for the Nicaraguan
Resistance for a period thr8 e Nicaraguan election in
February 1990 at levels of funding similar to the current
program;

-- Develop a plan to Support the Nicaraguan internal
opposition;

== Take the lead in int AN:
list of criteria by which to JININLA performance in
meeting their commitments. ionf¥hould be given to
securing legislative endorsenyiiis . ist;

Bing to elaborate a
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== Develop, through
Committee, an effective m
political and security co
Xgrkiwith the Central Ame
erican countries, th
lon p € UN, the

an Policy Coordi
rificatio: of bo:gation

f@ Secretary of State will
ies, the other Latin

d others to implement this

== Develop and implement
the decisions in this girecti

n order to develop, implement,

(S) r
\ /

== Consult with the Conds:
and monitor a bipartisan po vy
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